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DRAFT NROC Meeting Agenda | Wednesday, November 9, 2022  
NHDES, 222 International Drive, #175, Portsmouth, NH  03801 

 

9:00 AM Welcome and Overview of Meeting Agenda 
NROC Co-Chairs: Lisa Engler, MA CZM and Betsy Nicholson, NOAA 
 

9:05 AM NROC Executive Committee and State Partner Updates 
Lisa Engler, MA CZM; Betsy Nicholson, NOAA; and NROC state partners 
• NROC Co-Chairs and Executive Committee Updates (10 minutes) 
• Key highlights from NROC state partners (ME, MA, NH, CT, RI) (30 minutes) 
 

9:45 AM NROC Partner Updates (partners highlight one or two key news items) 
• Northeast Sea Grant Consortium, Gayle Zydlewski, Maine Sea Grant (5 minutes) 
• NERACOOS, Jackie Motyka, NERACOOS (5 minutes) 
• Gulf of Maine Council, Prassede Vella, MassBays (5 minutes) 
• NE Federal Partners, Rick Bennett, US FWS (5 minutes) 
• Updates from other NROC partner organizations and federal agencies (15 minutes) 
 

10:20 AM National Updates from White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
Deerin Babb-Brott, White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (invited) 
 

10:50 AM Working Session: NROC Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) Funding 
Nick Napoli, NROC Executive Director 
• Overview of IIJA funding for NROC 
• Introduction to NROC working sessions to discuss NROC Committee plans and next steps  

for IIJA funded projects 
 

11:00 AM Working Session 1: NROC Coastal Hazards Resilience Committee (CHRC) 
NROC CHRC Co-Chairs: Julia Knisel, MA CZM; Gavin Jackson, CT DEEP; Dani Boudreau, NOAA  
• Membership and leadership (5 minutes) 
• Water level sensor project (40 minutes) 

o Project overview, Julia Knisel, MA CZM and Jackie Motyka and / or Tom Shyka, 
NERACOOS (10 minutes) 

o USGS SWaTH Network, Jonathan Morrison, USGS (10 minutes) 
o Discussion to detail scope of work, next steps and use of IIJA funds (20 minutes) 

• Other IIJA funded CHRC projects (15 minutes) 
o Overview of living shorelines phase 2 project and sea level rise workshop,  

Julia Knisel, MA CZM (10 minutes) 
o Discussion to detail next steps and use of IIJA funds (5 minutes) 

 

12:00 PM Lunch Break – lunch on your own 
 

1:00 PM Working Session 2: NROC Ocean and Coastal Ecosystem Health (OCEH) Committee  
NROC OCEH Co-Chairs: Steve Couture, NH DES; Regina Lyons, EPA 
• Membership, committee structure, and leadership (10 minutes) 
• Seafloor mapping in the Gulf of Maine (30 minutes) 

o Status update from Habitat Classification and Ocean Mapping Subcommittee, 
Claire Enterline, ME DMR (15 min) 

o Discussion to detail scope of work, next steps and use of IIJA funds (15 minutes) 
• Coastal and Ocean Acidification (35 minutes)  

o Project overview, Jackie Motyka, NERACOOS (20 minutes) 
o Discussion to detail scope of work, next steps and use of IIJA funds (15 minutes) 

 



2:15 PM Working Session 3: NROC Ocean Planning Committee (OPC) 
NROC OPC Co-Chairs: Ted Diers, NH DES; Lou Chiarella, NOAA  
• Membership and leadership (10 minutes) 
• Marine life data development (35 minutes) 

o Overview of work to date and potential scope of work for IIJA funds,  
Emily Shumchenia, NROC, and Corrie Curtice, Duke University (20 minutes) 

o Discussion to detail next steps and use of IIJA funds (15 minutes) 
 

3:00 PM NROC Next Steps 
NROC Co-Chairs: Lisa Engler, MA CZM and Betsy Nicholson, NOAA 

 

3:20 PM NROC Leadership Transition 
Passing the ‘rock’ to incoming NROC Co-Chairs: Jeff Willis, RI CRMC, and Rick Bennett, USFWS 

  

3:30 PM Adjourn 
 

 


