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NROC Ocean Planning Committee (OPC)
Background

Began sharing information and coordinating on
ocean planning in mid-2000s

Established the Northeast Ocean Data Portal with
regional partners in 2009

Supported the development of the 2016 Northeast
Ocean Plan

Reestablished in 2018 to include the tribes, NEFMC,
states, and federal agencies

In 2021, in partnership with MARCO, selected to
host the Regional Wildlife Science Entity
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Recent and Potential Ocean Planning Issues

. . NORTHEAST OCEAN DATA HOME  WHAT'S NEW? CURRENTISSUES THEME MAPS DOWNLOADS ABOUT |
e Offshore wind Ieasmg
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* Offshore wind project

Right Whale Dynamic Management Areas

development & permitting

e Offshore wind wildlife &
fisheries research

* Energy transmission
* Waterways management

Maine Floating Offshore Wind Research Array Area of

and navigation -
* Telecommunications -
e Aquaculture -
* Dredged material disposal
* Habitat & biodiversity D
conservation | i
* Sand & sediment
management = :
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Management, regulation, and planning for these activities occur in separate venues and processes that are dictated by specific regulatory mandates.  

The OPC remains the only venue in the region where informal coordination can occur across such a wide range of regulatory and management topics. 



NROC Ocean Planning Committee (OPC) Goal:

Provide a forum, data and information, best practices, and
opportunities to coordinate offshore planning, regulatory, and
siting activities to improve ocean and coastal ecosystem health,
enhance decision making, and ensure compatibility among
human activities.

: ’ NORTHEAST OCEAN DATA
Maps and Data for Ocean Planning in the Northeastern United States

WHAT'S NEW? CURRENTISSUES THEMEMAPS DATAEXPLORER DOWNLOADS ABOUT
DATA EXPLORER THEME MAPS

MAP GALLERIES
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Strategy OPC-1: Provide a regional forum for a broad range of interests to engage in and
coordinate across offshore planning and management issues

1.1 Host OPC Meetings

1.2 Establish work groups or subcommittees to support regional ocean management and planning
priorities

1.3. Enable and initiate discussions, forums, and workshops for emerging or important
regional ocean management and planning issues



Strategy OPC-2: Identify and implement best practices for environmental review,
permitting, and management of ocean uses 1

: , NORTHEAST \
Maps and Data for Ocean Planning in the Northeastern United States HOME  WHAT'S NEW? THEME MAPS  DATA EXPLORER DOWNLOADS  ABOUT

2.1 Finalize, communicate, and obtain ERASTBHARDIPRORIRED ACTIONS

F d b k B t P t I This page provides access to maps, data, and information related to a selection « e 6l ans in the northeast
eedpack on best Fractices region The USC6 proposed actions showrthere were announced fnhe Pedarl s e e b
comment opportunities. Many of the proposed actions relate to t o) GeaTi Dispos Y chived) Aducted anytime the

Coast Guard proposes routing changes, within the territorial seas, for any port.
Visit the Federal Register for a complete list of US Coast Cuard proposed actions.

Portal users can access interactive maps of the boundaries of proposed actions by clicking the buttons below. The buttons open the

Data Explorer tool, where users can then overlay the boundaries with any other data on the Portal pertaining to ocean uses (e.g, vessel

2.2 Develop short summaries of the
best practices being used for different
management activities and regulatory
processes

Northern New York Bight Port Access Route
Study (PARS)

Draft

Study statt

Comment period: Close

Launch Interactive Map




Strategy OPC-3: Engage stakeholders in the development of peer-reviewed geospatial
data products characterizing human activities and ecological and cultural resources and
their change over time

3.1 Develop, implement and update the Northeast Ocean Data Portal Work Plan
3.2 Establish expert work groups to guide the development of data products

3.3 Coordinate data work groups and data development with related NROC and partner activities
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Strategy OPC-4: Host and foster the Regional Wildlife Science Entity (RWSE)

Inform data use:
in decision-making,
dS55e55 II'I'I]JHEtS. etc.

Identify data gaps
& research needs

4.1 Support RWSE administrative, fundraising,
and governance functions

Standardize data
collection methods

4.2 Support RWSE research coordination

4.3 Support RWSE communications, outreach

Coordinats

and engagement data collection

e o Loring

Mortheast Regional ————— ON THE OCEAN
Ocean (,:::un{ul

aBTAL BTy,
N RO' MID-ATLANTIC
MAR( O REGIONAL COUNCIL
)
.'-"\1 [

¥



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Develop


Strategy OPC-5: Determine near and long-term capacity and funding needs to support
OPC activities

5.1 Establish OPC membership and leadership

5.2 Determine capacity and budget requirements and secure funding to support ocean planning
activities, including the operations and maintenance of the Northeast Ocean Data Portal
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Ted Diers
Administrator, Watershed Management Bureau, Water Division, NH DES
State Co-Chair, ted.diers@des.nh.gov

Contacts

Lou Chiarella
Assistant Regional Administrator for Habitat Conservation, NOAA Fisheries
Federal Co-Chair, lou.chiarella@noaa.qgov

Nick Napoli
Ocean Planning Director, nicknapoli0l @gmail.com

Emily Shumchenia

Manager, NE Ocean Data Portal
Director, Regional Wildlife Science Entity
emily.shumchenia@gmail.com

:, NORTHEAST O

:> NORTHEAST 3 @NEOceanData

www.neoceanplanning.org www.northeastoceandata.org
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