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Would you like to continue to
enjoy these things while
investing in the long-term
protection of your property:
From waves?

From storms?

From flooding?

In a way that looks natural?
In a way that could save you
money?

In a way that allows you
access to your shoreline?

Living shorelines are an eco-
friendly option to keep you
connected to the water while
helping to protect your
property from erosion.
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There are many terms used to
describe living shorelines:
Green infrastructure
Nature-based protection
Bioengineering

Soft engineering

Living shorelines are:

An alternative shoreline
protection option to rock or
concrete structures.

Living shorelines are:

Created using natural
elements and materials (sand,
wetland plants, biodegradable
materials, etc.).

Living shorelines are:

An approach that allows you to
access your shoreline, benefits
wildlife, and looks natural.
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Slope:

The flatter, the better. Flatter
slopes are more stable and
allow for vegetation growth.
If you don't have a flat slope,
it can be created.

Tidal range:

Knowing the tidal range along
your shoreline, especially the
reach of the highest high-tide
line, is important for
determining where living
shoreline vegetation can be
planted.

Keep in mind that the tidal
range could shift landward in
the future with sea level rise.

Waves:

Waves and boat energy are
important considerations for
living shorelines.

Smaller waves may make
living shorelines easier to
install.
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Ice cover:

Like waves, ice can scour
shorelines.

If your shoreline experiences
ice in the winter, you may
need some additional elements
to protect your living
shoreline.

Costs of shoreline protection:
Upfront costs of living
shorelines are low compared
to other shoreline stabilization
options. However, they may
require more maintenance
over time.
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e Successful living shorelines Hampshire), J. Miller (Stevens Institute of Technology), A. Rella (Stevens Institute of Technology), B. Majka
are designed by teams of (GEI Consultants Inc.), & L. Schwanof (GEI Consultants Inc.).

engineers, landscape
architects, and ecologists.

e Discuss your property
conditions and characteristics
with them (slope, ice cover,
etc.).

e Ask them about their living
shoreline experience.

® Your state coastal
management office can help
point you in the right direction.

Living shoreline projects have Projects permitted by Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management, Maine Department of Environmental

been completed throughout Protection, and Connecticut's Department of Energy and Environmental Protection.

New England—ask your state

coastal management office U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. (2015). Systems approach to geomorphic engineering database (select "North
about one near you! Atlantic"). Available at: http://sagecoast.org/info/sagesearch.html.
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. (2016). Restoration atlas mapper. Available at:
https://restoration.atlas.noaa.gov/src/html/index.html.




